
Vision for  Veritas Science Lab Begins to Take Shape 

 

By: Michael DõAntonio 

 

My name is Michael DõAntonio.  Many of you know me as the Athletic Director here at 

St. Jude.  Some of you may have met my wife, Sue, as well, and possibly one or both of our 

children, Bobby and Jackie. 

Recently, Sr. Mary Elizabeth approached me, asking me to tell a little about our interest in 

science, why we chose to help with the construction of our new science lab, and the rea-

sons behind the selection of the name for the new lab.   

Although I have been greatly involved with the sports program here at St. Jude, my own 

scholastic background is more academic than athletic.  In particular, my wife and I have 

always had a strong interest in the sciences and mathematics.  Sue is currently an engineer 

for Agilent Technologies, a company that produces and sells chemical analytical instru-

mentation for use in many diverse industries and academic settings.  She has earned Bache-

lorõs degrees in both Math (DePaul) and Chemistry (IIT).  My academic background was also science-

based, as I have earned degrees in Chemical Engineering ð a bachelorõs from the University of Penn-

sylvania, and masterõs and doctorate degrees from Princeton University. 

One day last spring, I couldnõt help but notice a set of building plans on Sister Mary Elizabethõs desk.  

She explained these future plans for the school, which included a new science lab in what is currently 

our 8th grade classroom.  The idea of a science lab in our school was exciting to me, and after discuss-

ing the idea with Sue, we agreed that we wanted to help make this happen, and the sooner the better!  

By the grace of God, Sue and I (with additional assistance from our families) are currently in a posi-

tion to contribute the necessary funding to help fulfill Sisterõs vision. 

It is often customary for institutions such as schools, col-

leges, hospitals, etc., to name new structures after those who have contributed the fund-

ing for the construction, but Sue and I asked Sister if we could go a different way ð nei-

ther one of us wanted the lab named after ourselves, since it is through no great 

achievement of our own that we are able to give this gift to St. Jude School.  After tak-

ing some time to duly consider a title for the lab, Sue and I (with Sisterõs approval) de-

cided to name the science lab òVeritas Laboratory.ó  This name carries great signifi-

cance for the many students who will enter the lab in the years to come.  You see, the 

word òveritasó is  Latin for truth. 

Both science and faith are dedicated to the pursuit of truth.  Science, of course, is dedicated to the discovery of truth in the 

natural world, while faith concerns itself with the truths of the supernatural world, the world of things unseen or un-measureable.  

These two aspects are in fact inseparable.  Historically speaking, science grew out of philosophical thought, much of which was 

based on, and inspired by, Catholic doctrine.  Indeed, in my own life, I believe that part of the reason I have valued science above 

other academic concerns is precisely because Science seeks to understand God-given natural truths. 

Clearly, these reasons alone would be justification enough for the choice of the name òVeritas Laboratory,ó but there is 
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òIt is our fervent belief and 

hope that the Veritas 

Laboratory, through the 

blessings of Christ our 

Lord, will be a cornerstone 

of the pursuit of truth for 

the students of St. Jude.ó  
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